March 15, 2016

the FARC and innocent civilians, cat-
egorizing both as actors in the conflict,
when it has been civilians who have
been the victims of the FARC’s narco-
terror and the FARC’s brutality.
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As if that were not awful enough, Mr.
Speaker, to equate innocent victims
with the FARC in the courts of law, the
draft agreement goes even further by
allowing those very same violent drug
dealers and insurgent leaders to not
only stand for election to public office,
but also to use the proceeds of the drug
trade, the kidnappings, and all of the
other illicit sources to fund their cam-
paigns. This is incredible.

But the flaws in this deal don’t end
there, Mr. Speaker. This agreement
will prevent the United States from ex-
traditing any FARC members who have
been accused of crimes against Amer-
ican citizens. This is especially trou-
bling when we consider that many of
the FARC members may receive immu-
nity.

It would not surprise me if the
Obama administration uses this deal as
an excuse to drop the FARC from our
list that designates the FARC as a for-
eign terrorist organization.

The Obama administration has never
met a bad deal that it did not want to
say yes to, especially if the deal em-
powers tyrants or acquiesces to ter-
rorist demands. This puts our credi-
bility and our national security at
risk.

But what is really driving these re-
quests is the Obama administration’s
continued quest to appease the Castro
regime. This is the same Castro regime
whose weapons systems from China to
Cuba was intercepted by the Colombian
Government just last March and which
were suspected of being intended for
the FARC.

While negotiations were taking
place, they were doing this illicit arms
shipment. Incredible. It is the same
Castro regime that, for decades, has
supported the FARC and trained many
of its leaders in the terror camps.

Mr. Speaker, Cuba has no interest in
a peaceful resolution to the conflict in
Colombia. The Castro regime is only
interested in leveraging a strengthened
and legitimized FARC as a dominant
player in Colombia.

The proposed deal as well as those re-
quests by Colombia of the U.S. Govern-
ment are not only dangerous to our Co-
lombian partners, but they are also
dangerous to our national security and
our interests in the region.

I urge my fellow Members of Con-
gress to speak out against this ter-
rorist group, the FARC, as well as to
block any attempts by our administra-
tion to go soft in these negotiations be-
cause this weak position could threat-
en our safety and block American citi-
zens from receiving their rightful jus-
tice.

I urge my colleagues to block at-
tempts by the Obama administration
to use U.S. taxpayer dollars for this
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agreement between the Colombian
Government and the FARC.

A reinforced FARC with established
political legitimacy sets a dangerous
precedent for other organizations with
similar dangerous aspirations and anti-
American objectives in the region.

Let’s not force our constituents to
pay for this flawed and dangerous deal
with terrorist groups.

——
GUN CONTROL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, on Feb-
ruary 25, in Hesston, Kansas, a disgrun-
tled coworker killed Renee Benjamin,
30; Josh Higbee, 31; and Brian
Sadowsky, 44, with an imported Ser-
bian AK-47-type assault weapon.

ATF has the power to ban these
weapons. President George H.W. Bush
demanded a ban in 1989. Ironically, his
son, President George W. Bush, was
pressured by the NRA when he took of-
fice to repeal the importation of the as-
sault weapon ban.

Today I am introducing the Imported
Assault Weapons Ban, a bill that would
ban the importation of these assault
weapons once and for all. This contin-
ued bloodshed must stop. But, some-
how, my colleagues continue to accept
outrageous violence as part of every-
day life.

In February 2016—just last month—
there were 35 mass shootings, which is
to say 35 acts of violence where four or
more people were wounded or Kkilled.
That is more than one per day.

Here are the real people who died be-
cause of gun violence in February.
Sadly, I don’t have time on the floor
today to name those who were injured,
but those who died include the fol-
lowing:

Marvin Douglass Lancaster, III, age
21, was killed while in an adult club on
February 6 in Tampa, Florida. Chris-
topher Houston, 20, was also shot there
and died later.

Carlos Doroteo, 49, was killed while
walking in his neighborhood on Feb-
ruary 6 in Los Angeles, California.

Jennifer Jacques, 42; Arthur Norton,
58; and Phinny Norton, 60, were killed
by Jennifer’s 19-year-old son Dylan in
their home on February 6 in Uvalde,
Texas.

Ernesto Ayber, 29, was killed on Feb-
ruary 7 in Rochester, New York.

Joseph Villalobos, 22, and Jonathan
Avila Rojas, 33, were killed inside a
nightclub on February 7 in Orlando,
Florida.

Carlos Bates, 29, and Isaiah Major,
III, 43, were killed at a Mardi Gras pa-
rade on February 7 in Pass Christian,
Mississippi.

Dwight Hughes, Jr., 21, was killed on
February 7 in Chicago, Illinois.

Trisha Nelson, 28, was killed by her
fiance, who was angry about parking,
as she fled their car on February 12 in
Plymouth, Minnesota. Her fiance was
later killed in a shootout with police.
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Armando Curiel, 17; Raul Lopez, 19;
and his brother Angel Lopez, 20, were
killed in an SUV on February 18 in Salt
Lake City, Utah.

Michael Broadnax, 41, was Kkilled in a
driveway on February 19 in Vallejo,
California. His son, Bomani Broadnax,
22, died later of his injuries.

Officer James Lee Tartt, 44, was
killed in a shootout on February 20 in
Tuka, Mississippi. His family had just
moved into their new home just a
month earlier.

Manual Ortiz, 28, was killed at a bar
on February 20 in Tampa, Florida. He
had a month-old son.

Mary Lou Nye, 62; Mary Jo Nye, 60;
Dorothy Brown, 74; and Barbara Haw-
thorne, 68, were killed in a parking lot
on February 21 in Kalamazoo, Michi-
gan. The gunman then Kkilled Rich
Smith, 53, and son Tyler Smith, 17.

Emma Wallace, 37, was killed in a car
on February 21 in Hazelwood, Missouri.

The Buckner family, including moth-
er Kimberly, father Vic, 18-year-old
daughter Kaitlin, and 6-year-old daugh-
ter Emma, were Kkilled at their family
home on February 23 in Phoenix, Ari-
zona. Their son, the shooter, was killed
by police.

A deputy sheriff, Corporal Nate
Carrigan, 35, was Kkilled while serving
an eviction notice on February 24 in
Bailey, Colorado.

Lana Carlson, 49, and her sons Quinn,
16, and Tory, 18, as well as their neigh-
bor, Donna Reed, 68, were killed at
their home by Lana’s husband on Feb-
ruary 25 in Belfair, Washington.

Crystal Hamilton, 29, was killed by
her husband on February 27 in
Woodbridge, Virginia. Officer Ashley
Guindon, also 29, was killed while re-
sponding to the scene. It was her first
shift as a police officer.

An unidentified man was killed in a
parking lot on February 28 in River-
side, California.

May the dead rest in peace, the
wounded recover quickly and com-
pletely, and the bereaved receive com-
fort. These are the faces of Americans
gunned down because we lack the guts
to do anything about gun violence.

———

WASTE, FRAUD, AND ABUSE IN
AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. JONES) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, yesterday I
came back to Washington, as my col-
leagues did, and I saw the headlines in
Politico that said: Hill GOP on the Hot
Seat Ahead of Recess. It was a piece
about the leadership’s effort to pass a
$1.7 trillion budget.

Mr. Speaker, we are headed off a fis-
cal cliff, with over $19 trillion in debt.
Yet, Congress keeps driving toward
that cliff.

Like most Members of Congress, I go
home every weekend. I live in eastern
North Carolina. I am very active in my
district. I talk to many people, from
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